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Club Officers 

President  Kathy Cant 49590762  Contact Officer  Coral Morgan         49578474  
Vice President Garry Hendicott 49440236  Walks Coordinator  Frances Eiteneuer 49576028 
Secretary  Kerry Morgan 49540037                Assist Walks Coordinator Coral Morgan 49578474 
Treasurer  Dan McKinlay 49534249  Newsletter Editor  Jenny Wooding 49440236 
Safety Officer Kevin Smith 49696068  Publicity Officer  Kevin Smith 49696068 
Equipment Officer Garry Hendicott 49440236       

 

  

Future Events 
Cape Hillsborough………………………………….………..……….2nd November 

Dalrymple Camp……………………………………..………….8th & 9th November 

Mt Dalrymple……………………………………………….…………..9th November 

Club Birthday Dinner……………………….……………..….……15th November 

Finch Hatton Mystery Walk ………………………………………..16th November 

Annual General Meeting ………………….…………….….…..….19th November 

Cut Creek……………………………………………………………..23rd November 

Bloodwood Camp……………………………………………29th & 30th November 

Christmas Break up Camp……………………………..……..6th & 7th December 
 

The Message Stick 
November 2014 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 
Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackaybushwalkers@dodo.com.au 
 

 

AGM Wednesday 19th November 
 

It’s that time of the year again when all committee positions are declared vacant and 
we elect the committee for the upcoming year. 
After many years of service on the committee, Kathy will be stepping down from the 
role of President and all other positions. 
Please consider taking on a committee position and it doesn’t require a huge time 
commitment. We would love to see some new faces step forward and take up a role. 
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Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
 

Cape Hillsborough   
    Sunday 2nd November 

 
Leader          :    Carole Weekes   49546108 
Depart.         :     7am 
Journey        :    160 kms   $8 
Grade.         :      M 44 
 
Estimated walking time: 6 hrs   Total of all 
uphill sections: 300m   Pace: relaxed 

Terrain: rainforest, open forest, beach, rocks 
Expect: exposed areas, graded tracks, hot 
conditions, insects. 
This will be a day of walking on graded tracks 
with some beach sections, although we will 
notch up a few kms and will be doing a few 
climbs. The plan is to walk the mangrove 
boardwalk, the paths to all the lookouts at the 
resort end, the Hidden Valley circuit, and then 
the swimming hole track, although no one will 
want to have a dip at the moment. High tide is 

From the Editor 
Another month gone and the Silly Season is almost upon us. Don’t forget the AGM next month – come along and 
support the club. 
The River to Reef Bike ride saw quite a few club members participate this year and it was great that we had 
enough to be able to get “Bushwalkers” printed on our jerseys. 
I look forward to catching up with lots of you at the 40th Birthday dinner next month. 
Have a fantastic month everyone. 
 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Terrain 
 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                               8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock 
                                               Scrambling using hands, technical 

Our Publicity Officer is Kevin Smith 
kevnjans@bigpond.net.au 
Please email Kevin any photos you think would 
look good in the newspaper. 
 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before 
undertaking your walk. 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 
jennywooding@dodo.com.au 
prior to 25th November 
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just after 7am, so we will leave the beach 
section until after the mangrove and rainforest 
sections. Please bring plenty of water and your 
lunch, as I can't predict when we will finish up 
as it will depend on the group and how much 
walking the participants which to do. Bring 
some spare coins in case the cafe along Cape 
Hillsborough Rd is open. 
 

Mt Dalrymple Camp 
Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th November 

Leader: Coral Morgan 4957874 
This will be a camp over 2 days, with an option 
for a third. 
This is a backpack to the ultimate destination. It 
will be a steady trip in with the option to form 2 
groups if some wish to go at a faster rate. 
Only a small amount of water needs to be 
carried until the last water site which is close to 
the top. 
Please notify Coral by the Wednesday 5th if you 
would like to participate and leave your number 
if leaving a phone message. 
 

Mt Dalrymple Day Walk 
Sunday 9th November 

 
Leader: Dan McKinlay  49534249, 0409057494 
Depart: 5 am 
Grade: L77 
Journey: 200 Km-$20 
 Mount Dalrymple is one of the highest 
Mountains in Queensland at over 1200 Meters 
high.  A good level of fitness is required as it 
takes around 4-4.50 hours to get to the top, with 
a number of ups and downs. Hence the early 
start. Ensure enough food for a nine hour day, 
water can be replenished along the 
way.  Please also ensure that you bring your 
head torches although we should be back in 
daylight.  
 

40th Birthday Celebration 
Saturday 15th November 

 
Contact Person:  Kathy Cant   4959 0762 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers held their first meeting on 
November 20th, 40 years ago and the first ever 
club walk was held on the following Sunday. 

To mark this auspicious occasion the club is 
holding a celebration dinner and get together at 
Mackay Aeroclub.  
 

Finch Hatton Gorge Mystery Walk 
Sunday 16th November 

 
Leader: Coral Morgan 4957874 
Depart: 8am  
Journey: 140kms $14 
 
This will be a semi-exploratory walk in the Finch 
Hatton Gorge area and will cover new ground 
and involve some creek crossings. 
 
 
Induction 6.45pm/ Annual General Meeting 

7.30pm 
Wednesday 19th November 

Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. Induction by Cheryl and Clive 
 

Cut Creek 
Sunday 23rd November 

 
Leader: Kathy Cant   49590762  0423046187 
This will be an exploratory walk to 
commemorate the first ever walk undertaken by 
the club on 24th November 1974. 
Please contact the leader for more information. 
 

Bloodwood Camp 
29th and 30th November 

 
Leader: Jenny Wooding  49440236   
0447091532 
Depart: 10am 
Journey: 280km  $28 
Grade: M77 
This walk is a practice backpack camp. The 
distance is around 9kms each way but involves 
quite a few steep ups and downs. All food will 
need to be carried but water is available in the 
tanks at Bloodwood camp. We should be back 
in Airlie beach by lunchtime on Sunday. 
Please contact the leader by Wednesday 26th if 
you would like to come along. National Park 
camp fee of $5.50 will apply. 
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Christmas Camp 

Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th December 
 
Contact person: Kathy Cant 49590762 
This year the Break up camp will be held at the 
Eungella Caravan Park which is now called 
“Explorer’s Haven”. We will be allocated a spot 
where we can all camp together and the club 
will provide afternoon tea on the Saturday and a 

bacon and egg breakfast for the Sunday 
morning. If members would prefer to stay in a 
cabin rather than putting up a tent they will 
need to call and make their own arrangements - 
ph 49584750. We will walk to the Chalet for 
dinner which will be at member’s expense or 
you can bring your own meal. 
Please phone Kathy by 1st December if you 
would like to come along so final numbers can 
be given to the park and Chalet. 

 
 

Previous Activities 
Jordan Creek 

Sunday 28th September 
 
What is this? Mackay Bush Walkers walking casually up a road???? Well that was the terrain for half 
the day. The dozed track was almost a highway meandering across postcard rolling hills dotted with 
cows with adorable baby calves. What? A highway and no bridge!!! We almost got our boots wet 
crossing a couple of rainforest creeks as we entered a patch of cooling trees on our forever upward trek. 

Each top of the hill turned into another and another until we beheld 
a view to rival Dalrymple Well almost. First we had to find the 
lookout rock which was proving quite elusive. We were catching 
glimpses of potential view through gaps in the line of scrub which 
hemmed the pasture and we were each ducking into potential paths 
which ended in tangles.  We were told by our leader we had to find 
a tree on this tree dotted hill. After searching for an hour a decision 
was made that the tree and track were too elusive so disappointed 
we move on and Low and Behold... Our tree. A little leaning dead 
arrow to our path and WOW! Magic. Sarina township and the coast 

line spread before us and endless mountains to north and south. This was lunch and I was excited to 
see my place so next Day I with camera found the elusive rock from my angle and rest in the knowledge 
that paradise lay atop a mountain.    
 
 Back to the beginning. As we,The Lamberts waited at Swayneville school one lonely car with four 
people pulled up. Where are the rest? This was us. Coral, Francis, Debs, Maurine, Telina Jasmine and 
myself Celestine. A trip up the range and along a seemingly endless road found us at an old dairy. The 
beginning of our highway. As I previously said we went up and up and up stopping only to breathe and 
when up near the top Coral became excited about frog song in a small waterlilly dam. She informed us 
how it was a different song to a  dam lower down the hill,. After we noisy bunch left she took a video 
which we listened too from our rocky lookout outcrop. The only other reptile life we were aware of up 
there was a rather large goanna which ambled through the leaf 
litter. Plenty of birds throughout the whole trip. After we left the 
lookout some cut across the hill while others of us  went up to a 
communications tower and back down only to climb back up to 
a sort of track which had continued on from the tower. Grrrr..  We 
were then looking for a way down and found a very promising trail 
and happy at downhill we found new energy but... Dead end, a 
wall of thick uninviting scrub. It was a reluctant party who turned 
back and crawled back up this 100 metres of which felt like a 
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mile. We even rested part way up. We did find the right way in time we came across the cooling water of 
Jordan Ck. This proved to be bit of a double edge sword however due to recent rain. There was more 
water so the rock hopping was sometimes broken by trips onto the viney wait awhile banks. For all the 
inconvenience however it is a very pretty creek with small waterfalls and rapids. We were able to follow 
this until we found our track back out and back to reality.  
 
Thank you Coral for taking us into such a beautiful place! 
 

Have A Nice Dray! 
4,5 & 6th October 

 

What do you do after a 92km River to Reef charity bicycle ride in the morning? 

I know, let’s go backpacking. Got to get in some practice for the NZ Stewart Island hike anyway, what a 

great idea. 

Always wanted to see what the Dray Track is all about, after all the map says it is only about 17km’s 

from Moonlight Dam and up the Dray to the Denham Range Campground. 

Seeing how it is practice, let’s load the packs up to what they would be for the real backpack. Six litres 

of water each in case there is none in the Denham tank. Lots of tinned food in case we have to spend 

an extra night out. Better to be on the safe side I always say. Add all the essential electronic gadgets to 

that and it soon mounts up to 21kg. 

Following a beautiful moonlit night under the squeaky windmill at Moonlight Dam, complete with 

Pelicans, we set off for Denham Range fully loaded and at a brisk pace. 11km’s later and it’s smoko 

time with only 6km’s left to go. Two of those will be along the flat on top of the range. This is going to be 

a piece of cake we thought.  

 

The track started to rise gently, 

we could see what we thought 

was the top of the range. If it 

stays like this for the four 

kilometres to the top then it 

won’t be so bad we said. 

Round a bend and bam! Speed 

dropped to less than 1 km/h 

and stayed that way. The first 

hour was tough enough but 

then my legs started burning 

and turned to jelly. Ten steps up 

then rest, nine more steps then rest a bit longer and so on it went. 

Hey look there is the Stalk, right in front of us across that gully, we could run over there and back, nah 

not today. 

Half way up and we started to think maybe we should just camp right here on the track. No, we are 

bushwalkers, we don’t give up and that looks like the top coming up. Why is that last bit always the 

steepest? Why is the top never the top? Why is it getting further away? I’m down to four or five steps at 

a time by this stage. 

 



6 
 

Jenny is in front of me but getting crankier by the second, apparently I’m expected to make the hill go 

away. 

Just when my ears began to burn almost as much as my legs, there it was, the gate at the top of the 

Dray Track. 

We had made it. 

 

 “Look!” said Jenny excitedly pointing at the ground by 

my feet “A lizard with yellow stripes and a really long 

tail!” 

I looked and looked but could see nothing but dirt. Uh! 

Oh! She is having hallucinations. That is a worry I 

thought, could be heat stroke. What should I do? 

“No look!” Jenny screamed jumping up and down “By 

your boot, yellow stripes! Long tail!”….…. Nope, still nothing there, the situation is getting more 

desperate I thought. 

As I was reaching for the EPIRB I finally saw a lizard materialize from dirt and leaves, indeed right there 

by my boot looking up inquisitively at me, stripes and all. I put the EPIRB away and got the camera 

instead. 

Two kilometres later we staggered into Denham Range campground at about 2.30pm and dropped to 

the ground. 

Needless to say that night and at breakfast, we ate all our 

tinned food and tipped more than half our water out. We got 

rid of at least 5 kg’s from each pack. 

Next day the trip back down was easy by comparison, even 

with stiff legs. The views were magnificent in that direction, 

you can see for miles. 

 

Next winter, I am planning to do this as a club walk. I shall call it the “Dray Track Challenge”. 

Are there any interested victims, hikers? Please book early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Garry 

 

Corybas Cliffs – Cape Hillsborough 
Sunday 12 October 

Car shuffles are sometimes confusing and it was no exception for this 
walk.  After the shuffle from Smalleys Beach to Cape Hillsborough, 10 of 
us walked a short distance back along the road, happily chatting, and I 
failed to realise that my marker tape had been removed, so there was 
another short backtrack to find the spot where we were to leave the road 
and head up to the cliffs.  We commenced with quite a steep climb up 
through thick undergrowth and grass trees.  As we climbed higher we 
were rewarded with beautiful views across the mangroves and Sand Bay 
towards Belmunda, Habana, and Mackay.   We followed the cliff base 
around until we came to the Fern Overhang, where we enjoyed morning 
tea. 
We then continued along the cliff base, across a gully and climbed 
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through the rock space into the large Cathedral cave.  Once more we followed along the cliff base 
eventually climbing a short, steep slope, which brought us out above the cliffs, with more great views 
including the cliffs below which we had just walked.  A short tussle with the undergrowth brought us onto 
the Cape Hillsborough –Smalleys Beach taped track, which we followed to the main lookout.  As usual, 
being a lovely sunny day, the view from the lookout was spectacular, so we opted to have an early 
lunch there. 
National Parks had recently undertaken to burn the area between both lookouts. The scenery walking 
through burnt areas is never beautiful, but it did make for easier walking, and tapes had been tied to 
mark the track.  Who put up the tapes...... I don’t know. 
The view overlooking  Smalleys Beach & northward to the Newry Islands group was also spectacular.  It 
was just before reaching here that the sole of Dale’s shoe decided to part company with the upper 
section.  Duct tape, duct tape, who has duct tape?  Well the search revealed that at least 3 of us who 
thought we had some, actually didn’t have any (better check 
our supplies in future), but eventually someone produced some 
& a ”patch-up” job was done.  Fortunately, the National Parks 
burn had not affected the Smalleys Beach side of the National 
Park and at times we disturbed a myriad of butterflies which 
had been settled in the trees.  Beautiful as they are, it is almost 
impossible to capture their effect on film.  It is a while since 
some of the members had done the walk from the Smalleys 
Beach lookout down to the beach, and several people 
expressed that it seemed a longer distance than they had 
remembered.  A second “patch-up” job was needed to Dale’s 
shoe. 
The car shuffle once again caused confusion, but was accomplished  perfectly.  8 of us arrived at the 
Teahouse shortly before it was due to close, and enjoyed refreshments in their beautiful garden, and a 
good end to the day. 
 
Thanks everyone for your co-operation and company.  I believe we all enjoyed the walk. 
 
Penny McMahon  

West Hill Island 
Sunday 19th October 

 
A small group of enthusiastic walkers met at the usual 
meeting place to drive down the highway for our walk to West 
Hill Island. We turned off the highway at West Hill and drove 
towards the island stopping at the start of the salt pans. From 
here we walked approx. 5kms and arrived at the sea and 
then stopped for short refreshment. 
As the tide was still pretty high we decided to head northwest 
around the coast to an unusual outcrop of rocks that had 
been visited by the previous group. Here we spent the time 
studying the patterns, shapes and colours and taking photos. 

The tide had dropped so we cautiously walked through the oyster rocks and sand following in Peter’s 
footsteps. When Caz, Hayden and I realised we could navigate water up to our hips we followed. June 
and Maureen decided to wait a while. They then had their own adventure in sticky mud! 
Once on the island, we headed north-east along the beach, beach combing as we went. We stopped for 
lunch at another unusual rock outcrop and enjoyed the views out to Mt Funnel, Cape Palmerston and 
DeCosta Bluff. We were all really pleased we were able to get to the island even though we didn’t get to 
venture around it. We had a little rain, sunshine and strong winds. 
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We headed back to the mainland, the tide was now very low and an easier path. We spent time 
enjoying the views from the verandah of squatter’s hut thinking it would be a great place to return to for 
an overnight stop and more walks. From here we headed back through the Salt pans for the 5km trek to 
the vehicles. 
Thank-you Peter for an enjoyable walk 
Elaine. 
 

The Junction 
Sunday 26th November 

 
Fraser Island Trip 
September 2014 

 
I don’t have a write up about this week long trip but by all accounts all who went along had a fantastic 
time. I do though have this photo of the fearless leader cooling off in one of the many stunning lakes. 

 

No it’s not a hippo! 


