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Club Officers 

President  Vacant    Contact Officer Coral Morgan                         49578474 
Vice President   Clive Goodson     4954 9338  Walks Coordinator Coral Morgan                         49578474 
Secretary  Bryan Marshall    4954 3209  Assist Walks Coordinator   Frances Eiteneur        49576028 
Treasurer  Julie Vella            4955 3093  Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding                      49440236 
Safety Officer Vacant    Publicity Officer Charles Hamlet                      4942 7913 
Equipment Officer Garry Hendicott     49440236       

 

  

Future Events 
Christmas Camp……………………………………………………………….2nd & 3rd December 
General Meeting………………………….……………………………………………18th January 
Eungella Tracks……………………………………………………………………….22nd January 

The Message Stick 
December 2016 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackaybushwalkers@dodo.com.au 

 

 

 
Resting in Finch Hatton Creek 
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From the Editor 
 A very big thank you to the outgoing committee, especially Carole who has been an excellent Club President for the 
past 2 years! She has kept us in line at meetings and has been very proactive for the benefit of the club. 
 
It was great to see some more faces at the AGM and to welcome Julie, Bryan, Clive and Charles to the committee. 
We really appreciate them stepping up to fill the roles of Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President and Publicity Officer. 
Coral and Frances will again be our Walks Coordinator and assistant coordinator and we value the vast amount of 
experience and knowledge they bring to these roles. 
 
Garry remains the Equipment officer and once again I will be the Newsletter Editor. 
 
At the meeting we were unable to elect a new President and this position needs to be filled for the club to be able to 
continue to operate. Please think about if you would be willing to help the club out by taking on the President’s role or 
think about someone who you think would be suitable and then do some arm twisting. 
 
It’s that time of the year again when we wind up for the Christmas and New Year break. On behalf of the club I would 
like to wish all members a safe and happy Christmas. Lots of people will be heading off for some adventures over the 
break so it will be good to catch up and swap stories in the New Year. Garry and I are off to the high country in 
Victoria for some hiking and we hope to catch up with Ken and to get some walks in with him whilst there. 
 
Merry Christmas everyone and I hope the jolly man in the red suit finds you all. 
Jenny 
 
 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Terrain 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                               8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock 
                                               Scrambling using hands, technical 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

jennywooding@dodo.com.au 
prior to 24th January 
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Future Events 
 

 
 
 

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks 
 

Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm 
Wednesday 18th January 

Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. Induction by Clive and Daphne 
 

Eungella Tracks 
22nd January 

Leaders: Clive and Daphne Goodson  4954 9338 
Traditionally the first walk of each calendar year is 
the Eungella Tracks and Clive and Daphne will be 
keeping the tradition alive in 2017. Please phone 
them for more information regarding the walk. 
 

Scawfell Island 
4/5/6 March 2017 

Co-ordinator: Penny McMahon 49 514287  or  
penny_mackay@msn.com 
Depart: 7.30am from Mackay Marina 
Cost:  $300 in advance to Wildmob.  This will 
include catamaran fare, all meals, water, tents & 
sleeping bags, snorkelling equipment, National 
Park camping fees, also the availability of transport 
by tender to commence walks from points not 
within the main camping area.  
Maximum no of people: 10 on a first book and 
paid basis 
We will sail to Scawfell Island on board Wildmob’s 
catamaran WildCat.  Remote and rarely visited, 
Scawfell Island is 50 kilometres (30 nautical miles)  
north-east of Mackay in the South Cumberland 
Island Group. We will camp in a wide sandy bay 
with picnic shelter, tables and toilet.  
Scawfell Island is known for its beautiful beaches 
and fringing reef, a high diversity of vegetation 
types as well as rare and threatened plants and 
birds.  Its easternmost peak, at 397m, is the 

highest peak in the South Cumberland islands 
Group. 
There are no formed tracks on the island, so 
everywhere we go will be of an exploratory nature, 
however we will be supported by highly 
experienced Wildmob staff. We can expect to 
traverse moderate to steep terrain with the 
possibility of scree slopes and some areas of 
dense vegetation.  The reward will be magnificent 
vistas of the Mackay coast and islands, remote 
sandy beaches and spectacular fringing reef. 
Suggested walks include the opportunity to 
traverse the island from north to south through “the 
saddle” to access a remote beach, the opportunity 
to climb to either the northern or southern peaks, 
cross the ridge from the most north-eastern beach 
back to camp across the ridge.  
No Wildmob trip would be complete without the 
voluntary opportunity to contribute to ongoing 
conservation efforts in weed removal and marine 
debris collection, keeping our magnificent, remote 
islands in the best condition possible. Opportunity 
to snorkel the fringing reef or a leisurely kayak 
after our days walk will also be available, if your 
choice is not to “vege out” on the beach.    
Several Club members have participated in 
Wildmob trips to various islands near Mackay 
previously & have thoroughly enjoyed them.  If you 
are interested in joining this trip, early bookings are 
essential, contact Penny, as above, who will give 
you the link to register for this trip. Currently this 
trip is only for Mackay Bushwalking members, but 
in the unlikely event that we do not secure enough 
member numbers, bookings may be open to non 
Bushwalker members. 
To find out more about Wildmob and what they do, 
visit https://wildmob.org  
 

 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before 
undertaking your walk. 
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Previous Activities 
Pretty Creek Loop 

Sunday 6th November 
 

We did it this time – no rain to prevent us from completing the loop. 
 
Seven of us set off along the western trail to Dalrymple. It 
wasn’t long before we broke from the track and headed down 
a ridge which would take us to the junction of two creeks. We 
had a stop for morning tea not long before we burst out of the 
thick bush right on the junction. 
 
After hopping across the creek we headed down stream 
along Pretty Creek.  It is an appropriately named creek and 
we all enjoyed the views as we went. We came to an 
enormous rock in the middle of the creek which most of us 
scaled before heading back to the creek junction and Lineel 

Falls – a swim was calling us onwards. 
 
We were soon at the Falls and as the group leader I thought I should be the first in for a swim. However 
Daphne beat me with an unplanned dip due to an equipment failure. Brrrrrr. It was cold – the sort of cold that 
leaves your skin feeling numb but it was refreshing. I may have been the first in for a planned dip but my swim 
was certainly the shortest of duration. Elaine being a tough Kiwi proved she had staying power and Garry 
swam down to where the next waterfall was and scaled the rocks 
for a better look. 
 
Back out on the rocks to dry off and to enjoy lunch. After eating I 
felt the back of my shorts to discover they were all gooey and 
sticky. More investigation was required and I was somewhat 
horrified to discover my bum was covered in a clear but very 
sticky and gelatinous substance. Frogs Eggs!!!!! I must have 
collected them as I was hauling myself out of the water. Now I 
felt like a frog murderer.  I did my best to scrape them off and 
back into the water but I doubt they would have survived. 

 
After lunch we headed back to the junction and then upstream along 
Pretty Creek. It wasn’t long before we had our first waterfall to negotiate 
around. The next hour or so was spent travelling through the micro gorges 
and finding our way around waterfalls and a variety of obstacles including 
large boulders. The scenery was spectacular. We reached the spot where 
the creek flattens out and enjoyed afternoon tea before setting off to pick 
up the Western trail to take us back to the cars. 
 

Thanks to those who came along for this walking and making it a very pleasant day. 
Jenny 
 

Finch Hatton Falls 
Sunday 13th January 

 
It was hot!!!!!!!!!! Tim promised us several hours of walking uphill to start off with and we all felt it. The very early 
start was a great idea but even so we were all dripping with sweat before too long. By the time we made it to 
Kate’s kitchen for morning tea we were drenched. 
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Not long after these impressive rocks Tim led us off the track and down into Finch Hatton Creek. Here it was 
noticeably cooler and we felt somewhat refreshed. We did some exploring and poking around in the creek. I had 

never been to this creek before and I was blown away by the size of 
the boulders in it. They were truly amazing. Tim led us off to a 
spectacular cave which looked as though it had a large rock 
suspended from the roof of it. After that we worked our way a short 
distance further up the creek to a massive fallen tree which 
stretched right across the expanse of creek. 
Here we stopped for lunch. Most of us opted for a longer lunch 
break and rest but Tim, Garry and Deb explored further up the creek 
after eating. Once we regrouped we all climbed out on the tree for a 
photo shoot. Garry set the timer on his camera and click there we all 

were smiling away. 
From here we had a short but steep climb back up to the Mt Dalrymple track which we followed back to the cars. 
This was an awesome walk and I think the photos speak for themselves of just how good it was. 
Thanks Tim 
Jenny 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Denham Range Camp 
19-20 November 2016 

Day 1 – Saturday 
Our select group comprised the two drivers – Bryan & Ian, & Coral, Frances, Deb & myself.  We were 
delighted to see that the road into Crediton State Forest was much improved since our previous trip in there in 
April.   

Our first destination was Mt Bryden.  Dendrobium orchids greeted 
us.  Coral’s knee was troubling her & she made herself 
comfortable beside the vehicle track while the rest of us 
clambered up the short, steep, rocky side of Mt Bryden.  I was 
particularly pleased to grab onto grass trees to avoid slipping back 
down. On top we located the rocks outlining the ex-military 
“bunkers” used in Army exercises during the 1950s.  The views 
were expansive, 
beautiful, but a little 
hazy – Pumpkin Hill, 
Mutiny Rocks, Lost 

Rock, the western end of Diamond Cliffs, Mt Robert & areas to 
the west. Bryan & I explored a route down towards a gully 
following an old cattle track before returning to the top for lunch 
& a rest enjoying the views.  The clouds afforded us shade and 
the strong wind kept us cool – both very welcome.  On return to 
the cars, a treat of cool, sweet watermelon was an absolute 
delight.   
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A little further along the road we made a stop, where Coral informed us that “if you head in that direction you 
will come to Mutiny Rocks”, so with those instructions, Bryan, Deb, Ian & myself headed off.  Sure enough, 
after a short distance the rocks loomed above us, so we climbed up & carefully made our way to the vantage 
point at the furthest end.  Yes, great views again, and this time a good look at Mt Bryden, where we had just 
been. 
 
Deciding that we had better set up our tents before it got dark, we high-tailed it to the Denham Range camping 
ground.  The strong wind gave us a challenge in setting up the tents, & also meant that it was not wise to light 
a campfire, so unfortunately we had to forego our jacket potatoes.  Two other vehicles arrived, but either 
decided that they did not want our company or did not like the look of us, & headed on up the hill to camp.  
The wind was strong & blew in the tree tops all night, and the stars shone brightly above, but I was warm & 
comfortable in my tent & zzzzzzzzzzz 
Penny   
 

Bushwalk and outing to Denham Range Camping Area, 20th November, 
Walk to “Little Beauty” and “The Stalk”. 

 
We camped at Denham Range Campsite overnight and had experienced a 
windy night and an early retirement due to the previous day’s excursion. On 
Sunday we drove off along a recently graded track, past the Overland Dray 
Track gate and headed towards Hazelwood Creek, looking for the fence line 
close by Little Beauty. Checked co-ordinates from previous walks and 
decided to park vehicles and head off in a Westerly direction. Coral stayed 
with the cars and later re-joined by Frances. We came across the boundary 
fence of the Forest and found Little Beauty. A short climb allowed for some 
great views, and then it was down the spur basically to our objective. The 
going was much easier this time Gary, as grass was clear of the rocks which 
made for easier placement of feet. It was a cool day mainly with overcast 
skies and an occasional light shower.  
 
We made The Stalk in good time and climbed the 

crumbly, light coloured rock with caution to gain views to the North, West and South. 
Limited distance of vision due to the misty skies, but we did see one of the Marling 
Spikes at an occasional break in the weather. We were able to make it most all the 
way around the rock, to the precipice. Our Lunch break was interrupted by another 
drizzle so we headed back. 
 
On the approach side to the rock, Penny discovered a small cave to the left side which 
Deb and Ian also went for the look see, I took the photos. The last time I visited The 
Stalk, Kevin lost his sunnies in the thicket, so I chanced if I might find them, bushfires 
or not, but alas no luck. On odd occasions walkers have found previously lost gear, and I thought it might have 

been my lucky day. Not to be. 
 
On the return walk uphill, we noticed flowering prickly pear. These 
were yellow and full of pollens. Our group remarked that Pear 
sometimes have different coloured flowers, which was later reinforced 
by Frances. The trip back to the cars was strenuous but rather quick, I 
guess we didn’t have to walk to Burroughs Creek this time to cars. On 
arrival we had the last of the watermelon Coral brought and our lunch. 
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Coral decided to take a new way home, along the road towards Hazelwood Gorge 
and hoped to turn off to meet up with Cockies Creek road, but a locked farm gate 
put end to that so we drove right around the same way we’d come. The road was 
just greasy in some spots but being recently reformed, made the task easy. The 
locked gates are on the edge of State Forest to private property. 
 
Thanks to Ian, Penny, Coral, Frances and Deb for an enjoyable walk this day and 
a great weekend camping out. Hope to see you all again sometime soon.  
Bryan. 

 
 
 

 
Gamma Forest Track   

  27th November 
 

After leaving the cars at the end of Chelman's Road, all eleven participants entered the National Park and 
walked the first kilometre up the old 4DW track. The energetic members then headed into the scrub to find a 
descent into Massey Creek, and a small group of less agile participants continued along the road. The plan 
was to soak in the forest atmosphere, to appreciate the flora and fauna, and to enjoy the sound effects 
provided by our feathered friends, which were punctuated periodically by clay pigeon shooting activities. 
 
When we arrived at a junction, we decided to explore the left hand track first, and this was discovered to 
eventually lead to Maud Creek. We were mostly walking on fairly dry leaf litter, with some grassy sections, and 
a few pig wallows were in evidence. There was an abundance of bird life but no snakes were spotted. Despite 
recent rain and a foggy start to the day, leeches did not prove to be a serious nuisance.  
 
After a leisurely morning tea on a shady log, the next activity was to explore the other track, and this came to 
an end, but first led us through high quality rain forest and some more open forest made up of gums trees. Our 
walking was easy, but with plenty of uphill and downhill, and by the end of the day we were surprised when 
Frances and her Fitbit decided that two of the group had walked about 11kms, and the other member (the one 
not carrying a handicap) had covered about 15kms. 
 
Our group arrived back at the cars about 3pm, and Coral decided to lead us down an overgrown road which 
was thought to provide a different access to Maud Creek nearly 3kms further on. However, we weren't able to 
establish this as the track was too difficult to follow for more than about 50metres. The others soon appeared 
with tales of a great swimming hole and a waterfall which offered some challenges. Thanks to the leaders for a 
great day. The Gamma Forest track definitely has potential as an easy walk for next year's calendar. 
 
Carole 
 

Massey Creek and Gamma State Forest 
Sunday 27th November 

 
For a last minute idea this turned out to be an awesome day in a spectacular creek. 
 
I volunteered to lead a group into Massey Creek, thinking it couldn’t 
be too difficult. Garry decided to come along as well and that proved 
fortuitous as the walk and navigation proved to be somewhat more 
challenging than I was expecting but we had a great day. 
 
After bashing through some dense bush and a steep descent we 
arrived in Massey Creek. Almost immediately we discovered a water 
dragon sunning him/herself and we went on to see quite a few of 
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these interesting creatures. They are fascinating to watch as they almost glide from rock to rock as they speed 
away. We also saw quite a few snakes and I managed to step right across a sleeping carpet python and would 
have remained oblivious but more observant bushwalkers pointed it out to me. 
 

The first and largest waterfall of the day proved quite a 
challenge to navigate around. After much tooing and froing 
looking for at first the easiest way which soon became any 
way possible we clawed our way up over and slithered 
down a slope to find ourselves at the bottom of it in an 
exhausted state. At this stage most of us were ready to 
bash back up the slope to the road, head back to the cars 
and write the rest the day off. Luckily we bushwalkers are 
made of sterner stuff than that and were soon ready for 
more adventures. 
 

The next challenge was getting around the very next rock face. Garry not wanting to go up again held his pack 
above his head and waded through chest high water.  Therese sensibly donned water shoes and with Garry’s 
help negotiated through the water. For the rest of us there was nothing for it but to go up again over the rocky 
point. We were happy with this option. 
 
Just after 12 we came to a smaller waterfall with a lovely pool and lots of nice rocks in the shade. This was too 
good of an opportunity to pass up so we stopped for lunch and several of us enjoyed a refreshing swim.  
 

After lunch the creek became much easier to navigate and we 
made good progress. It was very pretty this section. We soon 
came to where we planned to leave the creek. It was a steep 
and prolonged trudge back up to where we would meet up with 
the road. Once we made it to the top it was a pleasant 3km 
stroll back. We did see another sleeping snake on the road 
and we weren’t sure of it’s type but new walker Julie had it 
identified after returning and it turned out to be a venomous 
Marsh snake (Hemiaspis signata). 
 

Back at the cars we found Coral, Carole and Frances waiting 
for us. After changing we chatted for a while and most of us 
opted for going to the Chalet for a coffee on the way home. 
The first car headed off in that direction when Deb discovered 
she no longer had her car keys but knew she had them when 
arriving back from the walk. Simple we thought – these won’t 
take long to find – but they did. Poor Deb emptied her pack out 
completely, including dirty clothes. No keys there. We looked 
under the car, where Deb had got changed. No keys there. We 
checked the bag of lychees we had been eating. No keys 
there. This was turning into something of a mystery. Deb had helped Coral pack up her chair. Garry emptied 
out the chair again. No keys there. Hmmmm!! 
 
In a desperate effort we all began checking our own bags when Coral came up trumps. She had the keys 
safely packed up with her shoes. The moral of the story is don’t trust Coral if keys are around. Who knows 
maybe she was after a new car.  
Thanks to everyone who came along – this was a great day in the bush. 
Jenny 
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President's Report to the 2016 AGM of MBCI 
 
 
The key components in all recreational clubs are the members, the finances, the events, the office bearers 
and helpers, and the communication system within and outside the club. 
 
The number of ordinary members of our club currently stands at just over seventy, and we have had a number 
of day members who have either walked with us during the year, or who have not yet used up their day walk. 
As with most clubs, we have a small number of keen participants for whom bushwalking is an essential part of 
their week, and a group who are very selective in that they can be counted on to support a particular type of 
activity, such as a demanding day walk, a car based camp, or a challenging backpacking camp. Then we have 
members who lead very busy lives full of other priorities, and they are likely to appear only once one or twice a 
year, but do remain as current members from year to year. This year, our monthly inductions have been 
attended by one or two potential members, most of whom sign up, but few of whom join us on the tracks.  
 
The club's finances have been very ably managed and recorded by the treasurer, and show that for a non-
profit organisation our receipts are steady and our outgoings are well within our means. The club has been 
able to show a healthy term deposit as part of our capital, and we are in a position once again to donate to our 
regular recipients, if this is the wish of those present at the AGM. 
 
During the course of 2016, day walks of varying degrees of difficulty have been made available on most 
Sundays, with midweek walks very thin on the ground compared with the last couple of years. Other events 
provided by the club have included car based camps, backpacking camps and social events, with numbers of 
participants varying from four to nearly twenty.  
 
The club runs smoothly because a small number of people devote a lot of time to ensuring this. I am very 
grateful to those who have accepted committee positions and to others who have been willing to present 
inductions, to organise one-off events, and to lead walks either regularly or occasionally, and to do write-ups 
for the newsletter. We have a walks calendar, an interesting newsletter, a website, a monthly meeting, a 
monthly financial statement, a copy of the minutes, a varied program of bushwalking activities, and a monthly 
induction because members are willing to commit to the execution of these tasks. It makes it more difficult for 
the willing workers when committee positions are not filled, so it would be great to see all positions with a 
name against them in 2017. 
 
We all look forward to receiving our newsletter at the end of the month, and obviously our website provides the 
rest of the world with an awareness of our existence, as most inductees reported that they relied on the 
website as their source of information. Jenny has now been producing an interesting and punctual newsletter 
for us for many years, and this is the mainstay of the circulation of information within the club. My sincere 
thanks to everyone who has contributed in any way, large or small,  regularly or occasionally, to the smooth 
running of our club in the past year, and if you have any ideas to help the committee improve the services 
provided, please voice your concerns and try to attend meetings to offer your suggestions. 
 
Carole 
 


